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https://shopamysinteriors.com/
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6 01 . 9 5 7. 3 7 5 3  •  K O EST L E R P R I M E . C O M 
1000 H IGHLAND COLONY PKWY SUITE 6001

R E NA I S SA NC E  AT  C O L O N Y  PA R K

STEAK • SEAFOOD • WINE • COCKTAILS

EX P E RTS  I N  ST E A KS 
FO R  OV E R  3 O  Y E A RS

https://koestlerprime.com/
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HBW

TLK

131 Gateway Drive
Brandon, MS 39042  |  (601) 825-1248

www.HeartOfTheSouth.com
@HeartOfTheSouthMS

SPB
KCS

SPB

PTL

https://www.heartofthesouth.com/
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HIT THE GIFT-GIVING

12 DAYS OF GIVING SALE 12 DAYS OF GIVING SALE 12 DAYS OF GIVING SALE 12 DAYS OF GIVING SALE 

10% GOES TO CHARITY!

NOVEMBER 11-22
3IN1GIFTCARD.COM3IN1GIFTCARD.COM3IN1GIFTCARD.COM 3IN1GIFTCARD.COM

FREEBUY 3 GIFT CARDS, GET 1 FREEFREEFREE

https://3in1giftcard.com/
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J EW E LR Y   |   H OME  D É COR  |  L O UNGEWE A R

BR IDAL  REGISTRY   |   ACCESSOR IES   |   G IFTS

ELIZ ABETHCLA IR S .COM

TUP E LO  •  J A C K SON  •  O X FORD  •  M AD I SON 

j e w e l r y  |  h o m e  d é c o r  |  l o u n g e w e a r

b r i d a l  r e g i s t r y  |  a c c e s s o r i e s  |  g i f t s

WWW.ELIZABETHCLAIRS.COM

T U P E L O  •  J A C K S O N  •  O X F O R D  •  M A D I S O N

N e w  L o c a t i o N  i N  M a D i S o N  N o w  o p e N !SHOP  OUR  NEWEST  LOC AT ION  IN  MADISON

https://www.elizabethclairs.com/
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OutletsofMS.com

Cole Haan Outlet
Coach
American Eagle Outfi tters
Marshalls
Ulta
Windsor
Gap Factory

Nike Factory Store
Michael Kors Outlet
Southern Marsh
Polo Ralph Lauren
Carter’s Babies and Kids
Chico’s Outlet
Levi’s Outlet Store

OshKosh B’gosh
Puma
Rack Room Shoes 
LOFT Outlet
Under Armour 
Skechers 
And many more...

Located at the crossroads of the south I-55 & I-20. Visit OutletsofMS.com for savings, events and hours.

STORES OPEN AT 8AM BLACK FRIDAY

OOM_MSMagazine_NOV_DECISSUE_2026_R0_FIN.indd   1OOM_MSMagazine_NOV_DECISSUE_2026_R0_FIN.indd   1 9/14/26   4:35 PM9/14/26   4:35 PM

https://outletsofms.com/
https://outletsofms.com/
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StartStart
planningplanning
youryour
holidayholiday
getawaygetaway

VisitOxfordMS.com

Ho�y Jo�y HolidaysNovember 21 - January 3

Wish
Here

you were

https://visitoxfordms.com/
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writer  EMILY BLACK   |EMILY BLACK   |   photographer  RORY DOYLE  RORY DOYLE   

3 cups semisweet chocolate chips
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
¼ cup butter
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Pinch salt
½ cup chopped peppermint candy
Sparkling sugar, for dusting (optional)

Line an 8-inch square pan with aluminum foil 
or parchment paper, leaving a 2-inch overhang. 
Spray with nonstick cooking spray and set aside. 
Place a heatproof bowl over a saucepan of barely 
simmering water. Add chocolate chips, con-
densed milk, butter, vanilla, and salt. Stir gently 
until chocolate is melted and mixture is smooth. 
Immediately pour mixture into prepared pan. 
Using an offset spatula, smooth top. Sprinkle 
with chopped peppermint candy and sparkling 
sugar, if desired. Refrigerate for 2 hours, or until 
firm. Cut into small squares and serve.
Yield: 12 pieces

Celebrate Christmas with an assortment of rich, decadent fudge perfect for serving, sharing, and giving.

Season
udge has a way of turning the simplest 
ingredients into a wonderfully nos-
talgic, classic dessert. From old-fash-
ioned silky chocolate to swirls of salt-
ed caramel, peppermint, and crispy 

rocky road, fudge invites endless creativity.
FEW HOLIDAY TREATS EVOKE THE SPIRIT OF 

CHRISTMAS QUITE LIKE A BEAUTIFUL ASSORT-
MENT OF HOMEMADE FUDGE. Every Christmas, 
my grandmother would arrive with a fabulous silver 
tray filled with different varieties—dark chocolate 
fudge, pecan and caramel fudge, peppermint fudge, 
and plenty of other assorted candies. There were bour-
bon balls, cocoons, pralines, and pieces of divinity.

Fudge was always my favorite, with its silky tex-
ture, deep, dark chocolate flavor, and perhaps a sprin-
kling of cocoa or confectioners’ sugar. A generous 
platter of assorted fudge makes holiday entertaining 
feel especially warm and inviting, and you know a 
whole lot of love went into each piece.

These treasured sweets are just as lovely tucked 
into holiday tins or boxes and lovingly wrapped in 
wax paper, making them perfect for gift-giving.

Try combining contrasting colors and flavors for 
a stunning little happy to share, or choose one vari-
ety to become your signature recipe—and share the 
recipe as well! Fudge will keep for several weeks when 
tightly wrapped and refrigerated or stored in the 
freezer, making it perfect for preparing ahead of time.

Your friends and family will love these tiny bites 
of indulgence during the happiest time of the year. 

Merry Christmas, y’all! M

FF

SWee et
The 

StSWe eet tS

CANDY CANECANDY CANE
FudgeFudge
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2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened 

condensed milk
¼ cup butter

2 cups miniature marshmallows
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 cup salted peanuts

Line an 8-inch square pan with parchment paper. Set aside. 
In a large heatproof bowl set over a saucepan of simmering 
water, combine chocolate chips, condensed milk, and butter. 
Cook over low heat, stirring occasionally, until butter and 
chocolate are melted and mixture is smooth. Remove from 
heat. Add marshmallows, vanilla, and peanuts, stirring until 
well combined. Spoon mixture into prepared pan. Using a 
spatula, press fudge gently to remove any air pockets. Cover 
tightly with plastic wrap and refrigerate until firm. Using 
parchment paper as handles, lift fudge from pan. Cut into 
small squares and serve. Store refrigerated in an airtight con-
tainer for up to 2 weeks.
Yield: 36 pieces

2 cups dark chocolate chips
1 cup roughly chopped pecans
1 cup marshmallow creme
2¼ cups sugar

1 stick butter
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
Pinch salt
1½ teaspoons pure vanilla extract

In a large bowl, stir chocolate chips, pecans, and marshmallow creme together. 
Set aside. In a heavy-bottomed saucepan, combine sugar, butter, condensed 
milk, and salt over low heat. Bring mixture to a slow boil, stirring occasionally, 
until syrupy and mixture reaches soft-ball stage, 235 degrees on a candy ther-
mometer. Remove pan from heat and whisk in vanilla. Immediately pour sugar 
mixture over chocolate chip mixture. Stir quickly until chocolate is melted and 
mixture is smooth. Pour fudge into prepared pan. Swirl and smooth top with a 
spatula. Cover with foil and refrigerate for several hours, or until firm. Cut into 
small pieces and serve on a beautiful silver tray.
Yield: 3 pounds

CLASSIC CHRISTMASCLASSIC CHRISTMAS

FudgeFudge
ROCKY ROADROCKY ROAD

FudgeFudge

MY GRANDMOTHER 
“JO” MADE THIS  

  very rich           	  very rich           	  and creamy  and creamy
FUDGE EVERY 

CHRISTMAS.                 

IT ALWAYS ARRIVED 
ON A VERY LARGE 

SILVER PLATTER 
ALONG WITH 

DIVINITY, BOURBON 
BALLS, COCOONS, 

AND PRALINES. 
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Line an 8-inch square pan with parchment paper, leaving a 2-inch overhang. Spray with nonstick 
cooking spray and set aside. Using a sharp knife, roughly chop cookies into small pieces. Reserve 
half in a small bowl for topping. Finely chop remaining pieces. Using a double boiler or heatproof 
bowl set over a saucepan of simmering water, combine condensed milk, dark chocolate chips, 
white chocolate chips, butter, and vanilla. Cook, stirring, until chocolate is melted and mixture is 
smooth, about 5 minutes. Remove from heat and fold in finely chopped cookies. Immediately 
transfer mixture to prepared pan. Using an offset spatula, smooth into an even layer. Top with 
reserved coarsely chopped cookies, pressing pieces lightly into surface with back of a spoon. 
Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 2 hours, or until firm. Using parchment paper as 
handles, lift fudge from pan and transfer to a cutting board. Cut into squares and serve.
Yield: 16 pieces

5 ounces Tiramisu Oreo cookies
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
1½ cups dark chocolate chips
1½ cups white chocolate chips
1 tablespoon salted butter
2 teaspoons vanilla bean paste or extract

T IRAMISU OREOTIRAMISU OREO

FudgeFudge



1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
2 cups semisweet or dark chocolate chips
½ cup Kentucky bourbon

1 cup chopped pecans
½ cup toasted pecan halves

Line an 8-inch square baking dish with foil and spray with nonstick cooking spray. Set aside. In a heavy-bottomed sauce-
pan, heat condensed milk and chocolate chips over low to medium heat, stirring occasionally, until chocolate is completely 
melted and mixture is smooth. Add bourbon and stir quickly until fully incorporated. Remove from heat. Add chopped 
pecans and mix thoroughly. Pour fudge into prepared pan and smooth top with a spatula. Arrange 1 pecan half on each 
approximately 1-inch square. Cover with foil and let stand for several hours, or until firm. Cut into squares and serve.
Yield: 18 pieces

KENTUCKY BOURBON PECANKENTUCKY BOURBON PECAN

FudgeFudge
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1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
3 tablespoons red food coloring
3 cups sugar
¾ cup butter
2⁄3 cup half-and-half

1 (12-ounce) bag white chocolate 
chips

1 (8-ounce) jar marshmallow 
creme

1 teaspoon vanilla 

Line a 9-inch square pan with parchment paper. Set aside. 
In a heatproof bowl, combine semisweet chocolate chips 
and food coloring. Set aside. In a large, heavy saucepan, 
melt butter, then add sugar and half-and-half over low 
heat. Stir until combined. Remove from heat. Immediately 
add marshmallow creme. Once fully incporated, add white 
chocolate chips and vanilla. Stir until smooth and well com-
bined. Spoon half of white chocolate mixture into bowl 
containing semisweet chocolate chips and food coloring. 
Stir until chocolate is completely melted and mixture is 
smooth. Working quickly, drop alternating portions of red  
fudge mixture and white fudge mixture into prepared pan. 
Using an offset spatula, smooth and swirl top. Cover with 
foil and refrigerate until firm. Remove from pan, and cut 
into squares.
Yield: 30 pieces

RED VELVETRED VELVET

FudgeFudge

Moore Dental Arts
Drs. Chad & Alecia Moore

• Veneers
• Smile Makeovers
• Botox and Fillers
•  Teeth Whitening
•  Dental Implants

Anointed Esthetics
Macie Shelton, Licensed Esthetician
(located inside Moore Dental Arts)

• Facials 
• Lashes and Brows  
•  Waxing Services 
•  Light Therapy and 

Other Add-On  
Services

@mooredental1
@anointed.esthetics_bymacieCheck our social media for holiday specials!
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5685 Dale Dr.  |  Marion/Meridian  |   601.482.5200  |  southernaccentsms.com

HOBO • HAMMITT • BACK 70 • JULIE VOS
MACKENZIE CHILDS • ETTA B  • KENDRA SCOTT

NEEDOH • MERLE NORMAN • Z SUPPLY • RONALDO

https://southernaccentsms.com/
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LAUREL

COLUMBIA

COLUMBUS

HERNANDO

SENATOBIA

CLEVELAND

STARKVILLE

ABERDEEN

LOUISVILLE

OCEAN
SPRINGS

INDIANOLA

HATTIESBURG

VICKSBURG

PRESERVE THE PAST.   PROMOTE THE PRESENT.  FORGE THE FUTURE.

Rediscover the magic of Christmas 
in Mississippi’s historic downtowns, 

filled with twinkling lights, local 
treasures and holiday cheer. Make 

memories, share traditions and 
celebrate the season together!

https://www.msmainstreet.com/
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INDIANOLA Making Spirits Bright   
November 12, 5 - 7 p.m. | Indianola, MS
Celebrate the season at Making Spirits Bright in Indianola! More than 20 local stores will welcome 
shoppers with special deals, festive fun and something for everyone. Come sip and shop with your 
friends, family and neighbors while discovering thoughtful gifts and supporting the businesses that make 
our community shine brightly. Don’t miss the holiday magic! It’s the perfect way to celebrate the season!

HATTIESBURG Holiday Open House         
November 14, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Downtown Hattiesburg
Kick off the holiday season in downtown Hattiesburg during Holiday Open House on Saturday, November 
14! Sip, shop, and savor downtown as local businesses welcome you with festive experiences, seasonal 
specials, and plenty of holiday cheer. Gather your friends and family and make downtown Hattiesburg 
part of your holiday traditions!
 
 
CLEVELAND 50 Nights of Lights Kickoff: Annual Tree Lighting & Open House Weekend      
50NIGHTSOFLIGHTS.COM
November 14 & 15, 6 p.m. | Downtown Cleveland’s Greenstrip
Celebrate the season in downtown Cleveland during Open House Weekend, November 14–15. Shop local, 
enjoy festive activities, and gather for the 11th Annual Tree Lighting at 6 p.m. Saturday, when more than 
one million lights illuminate downtown and launch the beloved 50 Nights of Lights tradition. 
 

STARKVILLE 55th Annual Holiday Bazaar presented by BankPlus 
November 18 & 19, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. | Downtown Starkville  
Join us for Starkville’s annual Holiday Bazaar November 18-19th at the Mill at MSU. Shop 80+ vendors 
and find specialty & handmade holiday gifts this Christmas season. The event is $10 for admission and 
runs 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. each day.
 
 
VICKSBURG 30th Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Open House 
November 29, 1- 5 p.m. | Downtown Vicksburg    
Kick off the holidays at our 30th Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Open House in downtown Vicksburg! 
Enjoy live Christmas music, a visit from Santa, and free poinsettias for the first 100 shoppers who bring a 
receipt showing a downtown purchase of $25 or more. One poinsettia per person, while supplies last.

OCEAN SPRINGS Ocean Springs Holiday Open House (featuring Snow Day)      
December 4 & 5, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. & December 5, 2 - 6 p.m. | Downtown Ocean Springs 
Ocean Springs Holiday Open House featuring Snow Day returns December 4 & 5! Participating 
businesses throughout Ocean Springs will offer holiday specials, festive music, sweet treats and more 
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days. On December 5, enjoy Snow Day from 2 - 6 p.m. with family fun, holiday
activities, and plenty of snow!

ABERDEEN Christmas Open House           
November 1, 1 - 5 p.m. | Downtown Aberdeen
Celebrate the season at Aberdeen Main Street’s Christmas Open House, a beloved hometown tradition 
filled with holiday shopping and Christmas cheer. Discover new merchandise, seasonal specials and door 
prizes while reconnecting with old friends and making new ones. Spend the afternoon shopping local and 
welcoming Christmas to Aberdeen’s historic downtown.

 
LOUISVILLE Jingle Bell Jubilee Christmas Open House 
November 5 & 6 | Downtown Louisville                                
Shop for everyone on your Christmas list in downtown Louisville! Register for door prizes and enjoy
holiday refreshments in all our shops. Shoppers will receive a complimentary Louisville shopping bag to
fill up with lots of beautiful gifts from our unique stores.
 

COLUMBIA Holiday Open House           
November 6, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. & November 7, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Historic Main Street District
Experience the magic of Columbia’s Holiday Open House! Stroll through the “City of Charm,” discovering 
unique shops along the historic Main Street District and beyond. It’s the perfect way to jump-start your 
holiday shopping and lift your festive spirit!
 
 
COLUMBUS Christmas Open House & Wassail Fest       
November 6, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., November 7, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m, November 8, 1 - 4 p.m., & December 4, 5 - 8 p.m. 
Downtown Columbus 
In November, retail businesses showcase holiday items. Door prizes, discounts, food samplings, even a
visit with Miz Claus while you explore our downtown. In December during Wassail Fest, lots of shopping, 
Ugly Sweater Showdown, pictures with Santa and Miz Claus, and much more!
 
 
SENATOBIA Christmas Open House    
November 7 & 8, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Tate County 
It’s the most wonderful shopping weekend of the year! Enjoy festive deals, unique gifts, holiday treats, 
and Christmas cheer while shopping local throughout Tate County!

LAUREL Holiday Open House, Tree Lighting & Cookie Stroll, Kiwanis Club Pancake Day,
and Sertoma Club Christmas Parade       
November 8, 12 - 5 p.m., December 4, 5 - 8 p.m., & December 6, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Downtown Laurel 
It’s Christmas in downtown Laurel! Kick off the season with the Holiday Open House on Sunday, Nov. 8, 
12 - 5 p.m. Then welcome Santa to town at the City of Laurel Tree Lighting & Cookie Stroll on Friday, Dec. 
4, 5 - 8 p.m., complete with free cookies and after-hours shopping. Stay through the weekend for Kiwanis 
Club Pancake Day, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m., and the Sertoma Club Christmas Parade, 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6!

HERNANDO Christmas Open House          
November 8, 1 - 5 p.m. | Downtown Hernando 
Experience the magic of our Hernando Christmas Open House in downtown Hernando! Stroll through 
charming shops decked in festive décor, enjoy seasonal treats, holiday music, and exclusive deals. 
Discover unique gifts, support local businesses, and soak up the joyful spirit. Don’t miss the holiday 
magic! It’s the perfect way to celebrate the season!

 ABERDEENMSMAINST.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/WINSTONCOUNTYCHAMBER

VISITCOLUMBIAMS.COM

COLUMBUSMAINSTREET.COM

SENATOBIAMAINSTREET.COM

LAURELMAINSTREET.COM

HERNANDOMS.ORG

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR DETAILS

 DOWNTOWNHATTIESBURG.COM

STARKVILLEHOLIDAYBAZAAR.COM

 VICKSBURGMAINSTREET.COM

https://aberdeenmsmainst.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WinstonCountyChamber/
https://visitcolumbiams.com/
https://www.columbusmainstreet.com/
https://senatobiamainstreet.com/
https://laurelmainstreet.com/
https://www.hernandoms.org/
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INDIANOLA Making Spirits Bright   
November 12, 5 - 7 p.m. | Indianola, MS
Celebrate the season at Making Spirits Bright in Indianola! More than 20 local stores will welcome 
shoppers with special deals, festive fun and something for everyone. Come sip and shop with your 
friends, family and neighbors while discovering thoughtful gifts and supporting the businesses that make 
our community shine brightly. Don’t miss the holiday magic! It’s the perfect way to celebrate the season!

HATTIESBURG Holiday Open House         
November 14, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Downtown Hattiesburg
Kick off the holiday season in downtown Hattiesburg during Holiday Open House on Saturday, November 
14! Sip, shop, and savor downtown as local businesses welcome you with festive experiences, seasonal 
specials, and plenty of holiday cheer. Gather your friends and family and make downtown Hattiesburg 
part of your holiday traditions!
 
 
CLEVELAND 50 Nights of Lights Kickoff: Annual Tree Lighting & Open House Weekend      
50NIGHTSOFLIGHTS.COM
November 14 & 15, 6 p.m. | Downtown Cleveland’s Greenstrip
Celebrate the season in downtown Cleveland during Open House Weekend, November 14–15. Shop local, 
enjoy festive activities, and gather for the 11th Annual Tree Lighting at 6 p.m. Saturday, when more than 
one million lights illuminate downtown and launch the beloved 50 Nights of Lights tradition. 
 

STARKVILLE 55th Annual Holiday Bazaar presented by BankPlus 
November 18 & 19, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. | Downtown Starkville  
Join us for Starkville’s annual Holiday Bazaar November 18-19th at the Mill at MSU. Shop 80+ vendors 
and find specialty & handmade holiday gifts this Christmas season. The event is $10 for admission and 
runs 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. each day.
 
 
VICKSBURG 30th Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Open House 
November 29, 1- 5 p.m. | Downtown Vicksburg    
Kick off the holidays at our 30th Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Open House in downtown Vicksburg! 
Enjoy live Christmas music, a visit from Santa, and free poinsettias for the first 100 shoppers who bring a 
receipt showing a downtown purchase of $25 or more. One poinsettia per person, while supplies last.

OCEAN SPRINGS Ocean Springs Holiday Open House (featuring Snow Day)      
December 4 & 5, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. & December 5, 2 - 6 p.m. | Downtown Ocean Springs 
Ocean Springs Holiday Open House featuring Snow Day returns December 4 & 5! Participating 
businesses throughout Ocean Springs will offer holiday specials, festive music, sweet treats and more 
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days. On December 5, enjoy Snow Day from 2 - 6 p.m. with family fun, holiday
activities, and plenty of snow!

ABERDEEN Christmas Open House           
November 1, 1 - 5 p.m. | Downtown Aberdeen
Celebrate the season at Aberdeen Main Street’s Christmas Open House, a beloved hometown tradition 
filled with holiday shopping and Christmas cheer. Discover new merchandise, seasonal specials and door 
prizes while reconnecting with old friends and making new ones. Spend the afternoon shopping local and 
welcoming Christmas to Aberdeen’s historic downtown.

 
LOUISVILLE Jingle Bell Jubilee Christmas Open House 
November 5 & 6 | Downtown Louisville                                
Shop for everyone on your Christmas list in downtown Louisville! Register for door prizes and enjoy
holiday refreshments in all our shops. Shoppers will receive a complimentary Louisville shopping bag to
fill up with lots of beautiful gifts from our unique stores.
 

COLUMBIA Holiday Open House           
November 6, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. & November 7, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Historic Main Street District
Experience the magic of Columbia’s Holiday Open House! Stroll through the “City of Charm,” discovering 
unique shops along the historic Main Street District and beyond. It’s the perfect way to jump-start your 
holiday shopping and lift your festive spirit!
 
 
COLUMBUS Christmas Open House & Wassail Fest       
November 6, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., November 7, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m, November 8, 1 - 4 p.m., & December 4, 5 - 8 p.m. 
Downtown Columbus 
In November, retail businesses showcase holiday items. Door prizes, discounts, food samplings, even a
visit with Miz Claus while you explore our downtown. In December during Wassail Fest, lots of shopping, 
Ugly Sweater Showdown, pictures with Santa and Miz Claus, and much more!
 
 
SENATOBIA Christmas Open House    
November 7 & 8, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Tate County 
It’s the most wonderful shopping weekend of the year! Enjoy festive deals, unique gifts, holiday treats, 
and Christmas cheer while shopping local throughout Tate County!

LAUREL Holiday Open House, Tree Lighting & Cookie Stroll, Kiwanis Club Pancake Day,
and Sertoma Club Christmas Parade       
November 8, 12 - 5 p.m., December 4, 5 - 8 p.m., & December 6, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Downtown Laurel 
It’s Christmas in downtown Laurel! Kick off the season with the Holiday Open House on Sunday, Nov. 8, 
12 - 5 p.m. Then welcome Santa to town at the City of Laurel Tree Lighting & Cookie Stroll on Friday, Dec. 
4, 5 - 8 p.m., complete with free cookies and after-hours shopping. Stay through the weekend for Kiwanis 
Club Pancake Day, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m., and the Sertoma Club Christmas Parade, 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6!

HERNANDO Christmas Open House          
November 8, 1 - 5 p.m. | Downtown Hernando 
Experience the magic of our Hernando Christmas Open House in downtown Hernando! Stroll through 
charming shops decked in festive décor, enjoy seasonal treats, holiday music, and exclusive deals. 
Discover unique gifts, support local businesses, and soak up the joyful spirit. Don’t miss the holiday 
magic! It’s the perfect way to celebrate the season!

 ABERDEENMSMAINST.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/WINSTONCOUNTYCHAMBER

VISITCOLUMBIAMS.COM

COLUMBUSMAINSTREET.COM

SENATOBIAMAINSTREET.COM

LAURELMAINSTREET.COM

HERNANDOMS.ORG

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR DETAILS

 DOWNTOWNHATTIESBURG.COM

STARKVILLEHOLIDAYBAZAAR.COM

 VICKSBURGMAINSTREET.COM

https://downtownhattiesburg.com/
https://www.50nightsoflights.com/
https://starkville.org/things-to-do/holiday-bazaar/
https://www.vicksburgmainstreet.com/
https://www.msmainstreet.com/


180  unWRAPPED  ULTIMATE HOLIDAY SHOPPING GUIDE

A gift card 
from

makes holiday
dreams come true.

 Available online at
www.facesdr.com

Give her something to
 smile about.

J. Randall Jordan, MD, FACS | Miriam Shufelt, FNP-C | Robin Ellis, MNA, CRNA
The Township in Ridgeland, MS | 601-607-3033 

https://www.facesdr.com/
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https://kinkades.com/
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here is something special about receiv-
ing a beautifully wrapped gift. Before the 
ribbon is untied or the paper is torn away, 
the presentation itself creates a sense of 

anticipation. A thoughtfully wrapped package can make 
even the simplest gift feel extraordinary—and during the 
holidays, a stack of pretty packages becomes part of the dé-
cor itself.

Beautiful gift wrapping does not have to be compli-
cated. With quality materials, a few tried-and-true tech-
niques and a little creativity, anyone can turn holiday 
packages into gifts that are almost too pretty to open.

Start with Good Paper
The foundation of any beautifully wrapped gift is the 

paper itself. Lesley Childress, owner of Creative Gifts in 
Jackson, says shoppers should consider more than just a 
pretty pattern when selecting wrapping paper.

“I would say the appearance, the weight of the paper, 
and the ease of wrapping with it. If it’s too thin, it will tear 
easily and can look inexpensive. Around 60 to 80-GSM is 
good for everyday, and 80 to 100+ GSM feels more luxuri-
ous.”

Paper that is too thin can tear at the corners, while pa-
per that is overly heavy can be difficult to fold and crease. 
Opacity matters, too, particularly when wrapping a box 
with printing or a bold design that might show through.

When choosing several papers for gifts under the tree, 
Childress recommends thinking in terms of coordination 
rather than matching. “YOU SHOULD CHOOSE A COORDINATED PALETTE, NOT A MATCHING SET.” 
Start with one dominant color and one or two supporting colors, then vary the scale of the patterns. Tiny 
checks or dots can complement a stripe, plaid, or small floral, while a larger toile, botanical, or statement 
print adds interest. A solid paper can help tie everything together.

This approach creates a collected, layered look beneath the tree without making every package appear 
identical.

T

That’s a Wrap!
FROM CHOOSING THE RIGHT PAPER TO MASTERING THE PERFECT BOW, 
DISCOVER THE SECRETS TO BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED HOLIDAY GIFTS.

writer  MELANIE M. WARD   |MELANIE M. WARD   |   photographer  MELANIE THORTIS MELANIE THORTIS



Master the Perfect Bow
Ribbon is often what transforms a nicely wrapped 

package into a showstopper, and Childress says one 
of the easiest ways to improve your bow is to think of 
wrapping the ribbon around the package and tying 
the bow as two separate steps.

After wrapping the ribbon around the box, cross 
the ends and make one tight knot. Form the first loop 
about three inches long, and pinch its base firmly 
between your thumb and finger. Bring the other rib-
bon over the front of the loop, around the back, and 
through the opening to create the second loop.

Then comes an important detail: Pull the loops 
rather than the tails to tighten the bow. Keep your 
thumb over the center knot as you adjust the loops un-
til they are even, then fluff the bow, arrange the tails, 
and make your final cuts.

“The key is to keep the center pinched the entire 
time.”

For beginners, wired ribbon is particularly forgiv-
ing because it holds its shape and can be manipulated 
after the bow is tied. For a more luxurious look, Chil-
dress favors velvet and silk.

Knowing how much ribbon to cut can also pre-
vent frustration. Childress recommends measuring 
around the package before making a cut. For a stan-
dard bow tied on top, calculate twice the package’s 
height, width, and length, then add approximately 24 
to 30 inches for the tails.

AND WHEN IN DOUBT, GO A LITTLE BIGGER 
WITH THE BOW. A generous bow often makes a sim-
ple package feel much more polished.

RIBBON IS OFTEN WHAT TRANSFORMS  	
     A NICELY WRAPPED PACKAGE INTO        	
         A SHOWSTOPPER.
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6

STEPS
to Mastering 

the Perfect Bow

 A GENEROUS BOW MAKES A SIMPLE PACKAGE FEEL MUCH MORE POLISHED.
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Think Beyond the Box
Oddly shaped gifts can challenge even experienced wrappers, but 

Childress offers a simple rule: “DON’T FIGHT THE SHAPE, CHANGE 
THE PACKAGING.”

Whenever possible, place an irregularly shaped item inside a box 
before wrapping it. Not only does this make the package easier to han-
dle, but it also creates a cleaner, more substantial-looking gift.

For items that simply will not fit neatly into a box, a gift bag can be 
just as beautiful when it is thoughtfully finished. Bottles, balls, stuffed 
animals, and other difficult shapes can be placed in a gift bag with tis-
sue or in a clear cellophane bag filled with shred and finished with a 
substantial ribbon or bow.

The trick is to make the alternative packaging look intentional rath-
er than like a last-minute solution. Coordinating tissue, a full bow, and 
a pretty tag can turn even the simplest gift bag into something special.

Go Big
OVERSIZED PRESENTS REQUIRE A LITTLE MORE PLANNING—

AND SOMETIMES A BIT OF INGENUITY.
If standard wrapping paper is not wide enough, Childress recom-

mends turning the gift vertically rather than horizontally. Cut enough 
paper to cover the majority of the box, but do not tape it immediately. Measure the exposed sides first, and cut separate 
pieces of paper to cover those areas. Once the side pieces are in place, secure the larger sheet over the box.

To disguise the patched areas, “I will always say to tie your ribbon on the sides you had to patch.”
Childress has put the technique to the test herself. One of the largest gifts she has wrapped was a grill still inside 

its box. Because the box was wider than the wrapping paper, she carefully measured the package to make sure she had 
enough paper to wrap around it, then patched the uncovered sides.

For some truly oversized gifts—a bicycle, piece of furniture, or an outdoor toy—the best solution may be to skip the 
paper altogether. An enormous bow, greenery, and an oversized gift tag can provide plenty of Christmas magic.
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Creative Gifts  |  1481 Canton Mart Rd., Ste. E, Jackson  
601.362.7775

Add the Finishing Touch
The smallest details often make the biggest im-

pression. A sprig of cedar, magnolia, or rosemary 
tucked beneath the ribbon adds texture and a natu-
ral holiday touch. Or consider a tiny ornament, jingle 
bell, candy cane, or handwritten gift tag.

Childress has a clear favorite when it comes to em-
bellishments: “Greenery is my favorite!”

This Christmas, she is seeing a return to rich, 
traditional colors, including navy, burgundy, forest 
green, chocolate brown, and cream, along with velvet 
ribbon, tonal papers, and small-scale patterns. The 
combination feels classic and sophisticated without 
being overly formal.

An expensive-looking package does not necessar-
ily require expensive materials, either. Simple paper 
paired with beautiful ribbon can be striking. Make 
the bow larger than you initially think it should be, 
layer two coordinating ribbons, add a simple gift tag, 
and take the time to make folds crisp and seams in-
conspicuous.

Some of the most common wrapping mistakes, 
Childress says, come down to rushing: failing to mea-
sure paper before cutting, creating messy corners, 
leaving the main seam visible on top, using too much 
tape, or making bows too small.

Perhaps the best approach is knowing when to 
stop.

“A BEAUTIFUL PACKAGE NEEDS ONE THING 
TO CATCH YOUR EYE, NOT FIVE. If the paper has 
a gorgeous pattern, use a pretty, simple ribbon. If the 
ribbon is spectacular, let the paper be quiet. Also, 
build the bow before you tighten it and fluff from the 
inside out.”

Ultimately, beautiful gift wrapping is less about 
perfection than intention. A crisp fold, a carefully 
tied ribbon, and a thoughtful finishing touch tell the 
recipient that the gift was chosen—and presented—
with care. After all, during the holidays, sometimes 
what is on the outside of the box can be part of the 
gift, too. M

THE smallest DETAILS OFTEN               	

        MAKE THE biggest IMPRESSION.
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CELEBRATE  
THE  

SEASON,  
ITALIAN  
STYLE.

970 Highland Colony Parkway 
Ridgeland, MS 39157

208 Lincoln Green
Starkville, MS 39759

tasteital iankitchen.com

This holiday season, gather around the table at Taste Italian Kitchen. From 
handcrafted pastas and wood-fired pizzas to premium entrées, fresh seafood, 

and signature cocktails, every dish is made with fresh ingredients, bold 
flavors, and a passion for bringing people together.

Whether it’s a festive dinner with friends, a family celebration, or a holiday 
night out, make the season a little more memorable at TASTE.

GATHER. CELEBRATE. TASTE.

https://tasteitaliankitchen.com/
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OPEN DAILY 7:00AM
511 UNIVERSITY DR.   •  STARKVILLE MS, 39759  •  662-270-5550

blutosgreektavern.com � � @blutosgreektavern

Breakfast done right!
ALL DAY! EVERY DAY!

https://blutosgreektavern.com/
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Bridal & Baby Registry
Gifts for Every Occasion

& Accessories

100 Russell St. Suite 8
Starkville, MS

39759

(662)268-8549

@whittingtongifts

https://joliveco.com/
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Holiday: Handled.
iPhone 18 Pro, iPhone Duo, 
Apple Watch Series 12 and AirPods 5
Christmastime can be stressful. Finding the perfect gifts for your family isn’t,  
with Apple’s latest devices on C Spire’s ultra-reliable, nationwide 5G network.

The best technology. The best deals. And everyone on your Christmas list 
covered. That’s what we call: Holiday: Handled.

cspire.com
©2026 C Spire. All rights reserved.

https://www.cspire.com/
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1000 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 9019
Ridgeland, MS  |  601.366.1849

For the Cutest Little Shoes Under the Tree!

amandahabeebjewelry.com

Original jewelry designs and a one of a kind 
Mississippi Mahjong Set created by Amanda Habeeb

Hattiesburg, Mississippi

207 W Jackson Street, Suite E • Ridgeland, MS • 601.856.1655 
Follow us on Instagram: @smittengifts

Something for 
everyone on 

your list

https://amandahabeebjewelry.com/
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Join us for our 
Renaissance Holiday Open House

Sunday, November 22nd, 2pm-5pm

Experience Mississippi’s Premier
Christmas Shopping Destination
Where you’ll find beautiful surroundings for your

holiday celebrations, the perfect holiday attire for you,
and the gifts you know they’ll love.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
I-55 at Old Agency Road, Ridgeland, Mississippi | 601.519.0900

See all our retail stores and restaurants online at www.RenaissanceAtColonyPark.com
For leasing information, contact The Mattiace Company at 601.352.1818

HOLIDAY SHOPPING AND DINING: Aerie ■ Altar’d State ■ Alterations by Tailor Kim ■ American Eagle
Angie’s ■ Another Broken Egg Café ■ Anthony Vince’ Nail Salon ■ Anthropologie ■ Aplós Simple Mediterranean
Apple ■ Aria Boutique ■ Athleta ■ AT&T ■ BankPlus ■ Barnes & Noble Booksellers ■ Barnette’s Salon ■ Basil’s
Deli ■ BellaChes Specialty Gifts ■ Brooks Brothers ■ Buckle ■ CAET Seafood|Oysterette ■ Chicken Salad Chick
Chico’s ■ Club Champion ■ Club Pilates ■ Columbia Sportswear ■ The Commissary ■ European Wax ■ The 
Everyday Gourmet ■ Five Guys Burgers and Fries ■ The Fresh Market ■ Gifts by ROKA ■ Hallmark ■ Highland 
Park ■ Hyatt Place Hotel ■ Inspire Nutrition ■ Interior Spaces ■ Ironworks USA ■ J.Crew Factory ■ J.Jill ■ Jolly 
Orthodontics ■ Kendall Poole Event Planning ■ Koestler Prime ■ Lee Michaels Fine Jewelry ■ LEGO ■ LensCrafters
Libby Story ■ Local 463 Urban Kitchen ■ LOFT ■ lululemon ■ Magnolia Soap & Bath Co. ■ Mindful Therapy
Mochinut ■ Monkee’s ■ Oswego Jewelers ■ Pandora ■ Panera Bread ■ Pedro’s Tacos ■ Penn Street Investments
Red Square Clothing Co. ■ Regus ■ Renaissance Cinema Grill & Bar ■ Ridgeland Visitors Center ■ Rogers Family
Eye Care ■ Sand Dollar Lifestyles ■ ScoopDeeDoo Ice Cream ■ Sephora ■ Sledge Legacy Partners ■ Smoothie
King ■ Soma Intimates ■ Starbucks Coffee ■ Sunglass Hut ■ Talbots ■ Taste Italian Kitchen ■ Traditional Jewelers
Vintage Wine Market ■ Whimsy Cookie Co. ■ White House|Black Market ■ Zea Rotisserie & Bar ■ Zeenia

https://renaissanceatcolonypark.com/
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G A T H E R  A R O U N D

P R I M O S C A F E . C O M / H O L I D A Y

From holiday family dinners to

office parties, let Primos handle the 

cooking so you can enjoy the

moments that matter most.

Order your holiday meal onlilne:

https://www.primoscafe.com/holiday/
https://garrettfurnitureinc.com/
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You know she's worth it !
THE SOUTH’S LEADER IN ESTATE JEWELRY AND DIAMOND SOLITAIRES

129 W. BANKHEAD ST. | HISTORIC DOWNTOWN NEW ALBANY

124 COURTHOUSE SQ. | ON THE SQUARE IN OXFORD

124 W. MAIN ST. | HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TUPELO

1.866.VANATKINS | VANATKINS.COM

You know she's worth it !
THE SOUTH’S LEADER IN ESTATE JEWELRY AND DIAMOND SOLITAIRES

129 W. BANKHEAD ST. | HISTORIC DOWNTOWN NEW ALBANY

124 COURTHOUSE SQ. | ON THE SQUARE IN OXFORD

124 W. MAIN ST. | HISTORIC DOWNTOWN TUPELO

1.866.VANATKINS | VANATKINS.COM

https://www.vanatkins.com/
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1                                          
3-in-1 gift cards (amounts between $5 to $500);  

BRAVO!, 
4500 I-55, Ste. 244, Jackson;                             

Broad Street, 4465 I-55 N., Ste.101, Jackson;        
and Sal & Mookies, 200 District Blvd. E, Jackson, 

3in1giftcard.com

 2
Roberto Coin 18K yellow gold “Love in Verona” 

twist diamond bangle; $9,950;  
Corinth Jewelers,  

2500 S. Harper Rd., Corinth,                   
662.286.0133 or corinthjewelers.com

3
Holiday Duo, featuring Flathau’s favorites,          
or classic Cheese Straws (16-ounce) tins,         

$24.95 each;  
Flathau’s Fine Foods,  

209 W. 2nd Ave., Petal,                          
601.582.9629 or flathausfinefoods.com

4
House blend seasoning, $10;   

Koestler Prime,  
1000 Highland Colony Pkwy., Ridgeland, 

601.957.3753 or koestlerprime.com 

5
Ruby Ring, $17,500;  

Van Atkins,  
129 W. Bankhead St., New Albany;                      

124 Courthouse Sq., Oxford;                                                            
and 124 W. Main St., Tupelo,                   

vanatkins.com

can’t misscan’t miss
2

1

3

54

https://3in1giftcard.com/
https://www.corinthjewelers.com/
https://flathausfinefoods.com/
https://koestlerprime.com/
https://www.vanatkins.com/
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9

8

10

6

7

6
Margot Game Table,  

Amy’s Interiors,  
1414 Slocum St., Dallas,                        

817.995.6671 or amys-interiors.com

7                                                               
iPhone 18 Pro features a 6.3-inch                 

ProMotion display, 48MP Fusion main camera 
with variable aperture, big leap in battery life, 

and A20 Pro chip, on us with select plans;  
C Spire, 

multiple locations,                                  
833.711.1401 or cspire.com

8                                                         
Gift cards (any amount available);  

Faces, PLLC, 
1115 Highland Colony Pkwy., Ridgeland, 

601.607.3033 or facesdr.com

9
Gift card sale                                                    

(valid at Starkville and Ridgeland locations)    
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Black Friday;                                                                 

get a $200 gift card for $100                             
(in-person only, limit 5 per customer);  

TASTE Italian Kitchen,  
208 Lincoln Green St., Starkville,                      

and 970 Highland Colony Pkwy., Ridgeland, 
tasteitaliankitchen.com

10
Bracelets by enewton (available in pearl, gold, 

silver, and colors), prices vary;  
Heart of the South,  

131 Gateway Dr., Brandon,                    
601.825.1248 or heartofthesouth.com

https://amys-interiors.com/
https://www.cspire.com/
https://www.facesdr.com/
https://tasteitaliankitchen.com/
https://www.heartofthesouth.com/


198  unWRAPPED  ULTIMATE HOLIDAY SHOPPING GUIDE

11
Gift card, available in varying denominations;   

Renaissance at Colony Park,  
1000 Highland Colony Pkwy., Ridgeland, 

renaissanceatcolonypark.com

12
Back 70, Cloud W26 sneaker in pois gold forest, 

$179.96;   
Southern Accents,  

5685 Dale Dr., Marion,                      
601.482.5200 or southernaccentsms.com 

13
Two-quart tea kettle in mocha check               

by MacKenzie-Childs, $179.95;  
Elizabeth Clair’s,  

128 S. Industrial Rd., The District in Jackson, 
The Village at Madison, and Oxford,                                                 
601.982.9898 or elizabethclairs.com

14                                        
Seiko Luxe 1968 Heritage Diver’s Watch, 

$1,800;  
Traditional Jewelers,  

1000 Highland Colony Pkwy., Ste. 7002,           
601.898.3999 or traditionaljewelers.net

15
Barbour jackets, starting at $400;  

Kinkade’s,  
120 W. Jackson St., Ridgeland,              
601.898.0513 or kinkades.com

15

14

12
11

13

https://renaissanceatcolonypark.com/
https://southernaccentsms.com/
https://www.elizabethclairs.com/
https://www.traditionaljewelers.net/
https://kinkades.com/
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BROOKHAVEN • 219 S. Jackson St. • 601.990.2082  |  HATTIESBURG • 6190 US-98 • 601.336.8548
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122 E. MAIN ST.  |  STARKVILLE
(662) 722-3019

THEOLIVETREESTARKVILLE.COM
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 6 PM

CHIC HOME DÉCOR
WOMEN’S CLOTHING 

ACCESSORIES

https://www.theolivetreestarkville.com/
https://fergusonfcu.org/
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MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE & CAREER SAVINGS

A MACS ACCOUNT NEEDS
ONLY           TO OPEN$25 $25 

IFTIFTG G C C HRISTMASHRISTMAS
THAT 
KEEPS 
GIVING

Learn more at treasury.ms.gov/collegesavings

Funds saved can grow over time
and be used to buy tuition, books,

and even tools for a VoTech degree.

A

AN MPACT ACCOUNT
LOCKS IN TODAY’S

TUITION RATES
This is a great tool for grandparents
looking to pre-pay a child’s college

tuition in a tax-advantaged way.

https://treasury.ms.gov/for-citizens/college-savings-mississippi/
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1491 Canton Mart Rd.
Jackson

601.957.1441
crazycateatup.net

Southern Inspired, 
Seasonally Crafted, 

Devilishly Good

PurchaseTickets 11.26 

5th Edition

0 1 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 7

PrettyPrettyPretty
www.alltheprettythingsms.comwww.alltheprettythingsms.comwww.alltheprettythingsms.com

BRIDAL EXPO

MISSISSIPPI TRADEMART | JACKSON, MS

JOIN US FOR THEJOIN US FOR THE

55  ANNUAL ANNUAL

THTH

JOIN US FOR THE
5  ANNUALTH

Top Sponsors:

T H I N G S

A L L  T H E

https://crazycateatup.net/
https://visitbrookhavenms.com/
https://www.alltheprettythingsms.com/
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Corinth Je elers
The Bridal Gallery 

662.286.0133corinthjewelers.com 2500 South Harper Rd 

https://www.corinthjewelers.com/
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769-300-8040
961 Madison Ave.

Madison, MS
Madison.Market961@gmail.com

gifts • home • fashion • garden • baby

Home for the Holidays!

Holly Coleman
Owner

Beth Jordan
Owner

100 Russell St., Ste. 17  |  Starkville | 662.338.6344

Everyday Elegance in Women’s Apparel 

Nov. 22 – Dec. 31

https://merrehope.com/
https://thepecanhouse.com/
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Flathau’s 
Cheese Straws

���������


Flathau’s
Gift Set
����	�

Nutcracker
Holiday Tin

���������


Flathau’s
Holiday Combo

���������


Flathau’s Holiday
Assortment
���������


https://flathausfinefoods.com/
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- 45th Annual Event -
Friday, November 20

9am-7pm

Saturday, November 21
9am-4pm

Mississippi Trade Mart
1200 Mississippi St. - Jackson, MS

General admission $10
Children under 12 free • Stroller friendly

MINER’S
DOLL & TOY STORE

We are an old-fashioned toy store, a happy place 
for all ages to come and discover the power of play!

927 Washington Ave.  |  Ocean Springs, MS
228.875.8697 

Celebrating the Power of Play

@Miner’s Doll and Toy Store              @minerstoystore

FA M I LY- OW N E D  &  OPE R AT E D  SI NC E  1 9 8 7

https://www.kademi.com/
https://www.handworksmarket.com/
https://www.wolfebirds.com/
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GIFT A PIECE OF MISSISSIPPI THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
•     MSGIFTS.COM      •      1.800.467.7763     •     300 HOWARD STREET  IN DOWNTOWN GREENWOOD, MS 38930    •

Southeast

Meridian | Broadmoor Shopping Center | 4900 Poplar Springs Dr. | 601.286.3860
Hattiesburg | Midtown Market | 3720 Hardy St. | 601.326.2389 | seacehardware.com

Expect the unexpected
Southeast Expect the unexpected

Meridian | Broadmoor Shopping Center | 4900 Poplar Springs Dr. | 601.286.3860
Hattiesburg | Midtown Market | 3720 Hardy St. | 601.326.2389 | seacehardware.com

https://seacehardware.com/
https://www.themississippigiftcompany.com/
https://www.themississippigiftcompany.com/
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November
NOVEMBER 1NOVEMBER 1
ABERDEEN: Christmas Open House                
from 1 to 5 p.m.

NOVEMBER 5NOVEMBER 5
LOUISVILLE: Downtown Louisville

NOVEMBER 6NOVEMBER 6
COLUMBIA: Holiday Open House            
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

COLUMBUS: Downtown Christmas       
Open House from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

LOUISVILLE: Downtown Louisville

As dates and times could change, please visit your local Chamber of Commerce or Main Street websites           
to confirm details prior to planning a shopping trip. 

Holiday Open Houses 
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NOVEMBER 7NOVEMBER 7
BROOKHAVEN: Christmas Open House              
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

COLUMBIA: Holiday Open House              
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

COLUMBUS: Downtown Christmas         
Open House from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SENATOBIA: Christmas Open House        
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

NOVEMBER 8NOVEMBER 8
COLUMBUS: Downtown Christmas           
Open House from 1 to 4 p.m.

HERNANDO: Christmas Open House          
from 1-5 p.m.

LAUREL: Holiday Open House                      
from 12 to 5 p.m.

SENATOBIA: Christmas Open House         
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

NOVEMBER 12NOVEMBER 12
INDIANOLA: Making Spirits Bright             
from 5 to 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 14NOVEMBER 14
CLEVELAND: Downtown Open House

HATTIESBURG: Holiday Open House        
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

NOVEMBER 15NOVEMBER 15
CLEVELAND: Downtown Open House

NOVEMBER 18NOVEMBER 18
STARKVILLE: Holiday Bazaar                         
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 19NOVEMBER 19
STARKVILLE: Holiday Bazaar                          
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 29NOVEMBER 29
VICKSBURG: Old Fashioned Christmas     
Open House from 1-5 p.m.

December
DECEMBER 4DECEMBER 4
COLUMBUS: Downtown Christmas          
Open House from 5 to 8 p.m.

OCEAN SPRINGS: Holiday Open House 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DECEMBER 5DECEMBER 5
OCEAN SPRINGS: Holiday Open House 
from 2 to 6 p.m.

DECEMBER 12DECEMBER 12
GREENWOOD: Holiday shopping               
from 10 a.m.  to 3 p.m.



HERITAGE & CULTUREHERITAGE & CULTURE
On Being Southern

learned while growing up that part of being thankful 
for all our blessings at Thanksgiving was also remem-
bering those around us who were struggling to make 

ends meet as the season of giving approached. I have won-
derful memories of spending Christmas Eve with our rela-
tives in Mississippi, but the awareness of those less fortu-
nate always remained with me.

In 1982, when my family and I were living in the 
Washington, D.C., area, we decided to have my husband 
dress up as Santa for our oldest son’s fifth birthday party 
in December. Instead of giving him gifts, we asked those 
attending to bring toys for Toys for Tots, while our son 
opened his own gifts from us. 

Since there were no computers or cell phones back 
then, I called a local formalwear shop, asked if they knew 
where we could rent a Santa costume, and explained why.

“You say you’re donating the toys people bring to Toys 
for Tots?” asked the man who answered.

“Yes,” I replied.
“Give me your number, and I’ll call you back.” When 

he did, he said, “I just spoke to the Santa who lights the 
national Christmas tree, and he’s happy to come to your 
party to collect the toys.”

When Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived, they looked like 
they’d stepped out of a storybook. Dressed in his Jolly Ol’ 
Elf suit, with his white fluffy beard and infectious dispo-
sition, Santa greeted everyone and showed them his large 
compass watch, which, he said, helped him navigate 
around the world on Christmas Eve. The children were 
awestruck. Mrs. Claus wore a Christmas bonnet atop her 
silver hair. Gold spectacles framed her radiant blue eyes. 
Her red dress was covered with a Christmas apron, as if 
she’d just baked cookies in her North Pole kitchen. Both 
effervesced with joy and kindness that made the evening 
magical. As each child sat on Santa’s knee for pictures, 
he thanked them for helping him by bringing gifts to less 
fortunate children and said he would never forget how 
special they were. 

A few days later, Santa called me to say he had de-
livered our toys to Children’s National Hospital in D.C., 
where he’d given many of them to children in the termi-
nally ill unit. One little boy, he said, was still holding a 
teddy bear we’d donated when he passed. My heart has 
been invested in Toys for Tots ever since.

Over the years, Toys for Tots has evolved to meet 
many of our country’s needs. They now provide toys, 
books, and educational materials to children on reserva-
tions to help them overcome poverty. During Katrina and 
the devastating floods in western North Carolina, when 
many were displaced from their homes, Toys for Tots co-
ordinators requested items, such as hair dryers, games, 
and backpacks, for at-risk children up to age 14 living 
in shelters. They also request comfort items for children 
living in foster care to take with them when they switch 
homes.

Since 1982, I have tried to host Toys for Tots parties 
whenever I could in mid-November or early December. 
Each year, I’ve reached out to our regional coordinator 
to see what the greatest needs were. Friends attending 
my parties have graciously and generously met those 
requests, knowing they’re remembering children who 
might otherwise be forgotten during the Christmas sea-
son. The personnel at the local Fire and Rescue Station 
who collect the toys always smile whenever we bring our 
boxes of donations for the Marines to pick up around 
the middle of December. It’s truly a win-win situation, a 
heartwarming time for all involved, and a beautiful way 
to launch the holiday season.

I’ve learned over the years that when volunteers come 
together—whatever the cause—to bring light into the 
lives of others, I’ve met the nicest people, whose hearts 
are in the right place. AND THERE’S NOTHING QUITE 
LIKE THE REWARDING FEELING YOU RECEIVE WHEN 
YOU GIVE LOVE, HOPE, AND JOY TO THESE DESERV-
ING CHILDREN WHO NEED IT MOST. M

writer CATHEY FREICATHEY FREI  |  illustrator SAM BEIBERSSAM BEIBERS

when giving when giving 
becomes receivingbecomes receiving

I

Visit toysfortots.org to donate, find a local donation site, or learn more.
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https://www.toysfortots.org/


nmhs.net/true

The deeper the roots, 
the stronger the care. 

You Are Our True North

For 90 years, North Mississippi Health Services has grown alongside our 
community. What began as a commitment to health care has become a promise 
to stand by you and your family through every stage of life.

That’s why we’re always expanding access, advancing technology and 
discovering better ways to deliver the care you count on—right here at home, 
for generations to come.

https://www.nmhs.net/true


740 Larson Street, Jackson740 Larson Street, Jackson
PaulMoakSubaru.comPaulMoakSubaru.com

601.352.2700601.352.2700
: @paulmoaksubaru: @paulmoaksubaru

MISSISSIPPI’S HOME FOR SUBARU 

FOR THE PAST           YEARS25

https://www.paulmoaksubaru.com/
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